Title: “Building Your Personal Altar” Gen. 12:1-8; 13:18; 22:1-9(Heb. 11:8-19)           19-01-2014
Introduction: The Bible says in Mark 3:14 “Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach.” The core purpose of God calling His children to Himself is that “we might be with Him!” That is the KEY to the second which is “that He might send us out to preach” in other wise, “To Make Disciple” which is our theme for the year. God call us first to come and learn of Him, to be like Him so that we can preach Him to the world. Because we cannot give what we don’t have or we cannot preach about somebody we don’t know. We need to know Him first so that we can be bold to talk about Him. For us to know Him, we will require to “Build a personal Devotional life” with Him. 

At the beginning of a New Year, if you have no resolution on your table, I will entreat you to consider building a personal consistent devotion with Christ. By so doing we will get to know Him, and His purpose for our lives will be much clearer to us and we will have the power of His Spirit to fulfill them. This morning we are going to consider the life of Abraham who responded to the call of God and how he was able to make it through. 

Let us pray…

Beloved, it is good to build a congregational Altar – like we are having here, it is good to build family Altars – we do have at our homes, but the most prime and important is “Personal Altar” – the private or individual Altars. This would hold together and sustain the family and congregational Altars. The family and congregational Altars suffers whenever the personal Altars are not in proper shape. Shall we turn our Bible and read …Gen. 12:1-8
What is a tent and an altar in this text?
An Altar: Permanent structure – which denote a great devotional life with God. Because anything permanent when disassembling required we destroy the joining processes. How about a tent?
A Tent: Temporary structure, very movable – denotes a life of a stranger who does not need to entangle himself with the affairs of this life.

In the life of Abraham, he cherished the building of personal Altars at every time and location of his life than even his personal safety and security. Why were these Altars important to him? They are because they serve as …
· A place of worship; where God is adored for who He is and what He has done. – When we come before God in worship, how many of us truly worship God? 
· A place of testimony about the only true God in the midst of increase of evil. – Our preaching or sharing, how many point to Christ? How many share true love of Christ if not self promoting, appearing better than others…
· A place of communion between God and us; where we receive instructions from the Lord. – When we receive God’s rebuke, instructions that are not to our expectations what is our attitude? 
At these Altars, the Lord requires of us to offer to Him a PURE and SINCERE worship if we want to enter into the Kingdom of God. Therefore, Jesus Christ warns, “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:20. Unless our righteousness surpasses that of the Scribes and Pharisees – who were men pleasers, self-righteous, self-promoting works, we cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven. They lack personal devotion life with our living God.
Abraham sort and hunger for sincere worship, full gospel life and consistent communication with God. Abraham sort for this righteousness therefore believed in God and was accounted unto him for RIGHTEOUSNESS! Gen. 15:6. How did He BELIEVE and was accounted for him righteousness? Abraham BELIEVED and WALK in: Complete Obedience; Complete Strangers (Separate life); Complete Sacrificial Life. Abraham lived to those characteristics which are our challenge today! The first is …

· Complete Obedience – Gen. 12:1-7; Heb. 11:8.
In Genesis 12:1-7, “Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family And from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you.”…. 4 So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him,… Abraham DEPARTED as he was COMMANDED!
 “8 By faith Abraham OBEYED when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.” Hebrews 11:8. 

The act of building our personal devotion with God is not a magic. It is very real! It requires that we put in ALL our sense. Abraham deliberately decided to OBEY! Not partially, not on any condition of no sweat to lure him into obeying. But by Faith in the One who has called him, he OBEYED! He went out of his Pride – country; Comfort – family; Heritage – father’s house, not knowing where he was going. A land that God will show him! He OBEYED! This pleased the Lord so much; this is ‘obedience of faith,’ which God requires us to live for.
Today we are to respond in this obedience of faith to the call of the gospel, “Go and Make Disciples of the World” as our theme for the year. Apostle Paul in the last three verses to the Rome Church said, we are to preach Jesus Christ . . . according to the commandment of the Everlasting God, made known to all the nations for the obedience of faith.’ Thus in Rom. 16:25-27, reads, “25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 26 but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith— 27 to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.”
Apostle Paul said, “…my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ,..”. The Gospel of Christ became his gospel because it is good news, power of salvation, which he encountered on the road to Damascus, changed his life, therefore he live for the Gospel and preaches the Gospel everywhere he goes! This is a command from the everlasting God! How about us? Do we know the Good news? Have we encountered the power of salvation? Are we living for the Gospel by making Christ known everywhere? We believers are to OBEY as ‘the children of obedience,’ stated in 1 Pet. 1:14 “as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance;”
We are NOT to refuse to OBEY Him as if we “… do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Thess. 1:8. As a result, we will be described as “sons of disobedience” as stated in Eph. 2:2.
But I believe we don’t want to be describe as such, therefore we will obey God completely so as to build our devotional life with Him. The second characteristic is …
· Pilgrim/Stranger Walk (Separate Life) – Gen. 13:18; Heb. 11:9,13
In Genesis 13:18, “Then Abram moved his tent, and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre which are in Hebron, and built an altar there to the Lord.” 

In Hebrew 11:9, “By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise;”

Tent dwelling life is a life of strangers not citizens. We are "outsiders" socially, religiously and politically systems in this world. This is not to say we are not to live a social life or get into politics or religious activity, but we should not participate with the social injustice; we should engage in political corruption; we should not condone in religious compromises and tolerances. We should Light in their worldly concept of darkness!  
Abraham, and his fellow pilgrims Isaac and Jacob, … they ‘embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.’ Heb. 11:13. They live their life as complete strangers on earth not building their treasures on earth but in Heaven, not seeking after corruptible inheritance but incorruptible. Today, as children of God in our time, we too are called upon to ‘live as sojourners and pilgrims in this world’. Because, we are to know that…

I. Our Master, Jesus is not of this world! Jesus’ prayer for the disciples in John 17:16, “They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.” We, His followers are also not of this world! Our citizenship is of Heaven, where our Master lives!
II. Again, our citizenship is not on earth! – Apostle Paul emphasis in Philip. 3:20, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,” 
Therefore, we are challenged in 1 Peter 2:11 Apostle Peter, “… as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul.” Also Apostle John said in 1 John 2:15-17, “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” Finally, Apostle Paul also wrote to the Corinthians Church in 2 Cor. 6:17, saying “Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” – The Lord will receive us if we separate ourselves for Him!
 We are to separate ourselves from the world system of greed, fleshly lust, self promotion, lust of the eyes, lustful life-style, pride of life and denial of God. The world and fullness thereof will all pass away! But if we will seek to build up our personal devotion life with God, by practicing complete obedience to His Word, living as strangers and people set apart for the Lord, which is His will for us, the Bible says, we will abide forever! This year, nothing will be enough to move you or displace you if you will seek to do the WILL of the Lord! Building your personal Altar! Finally,…
· Sacrificial Life – Gen. 22:2,9; Heb. 11:17-19
Don’t be upset if right after this service some or all your extra classes’ periods are cancelled. Don’t be upset when your job or finances begin to suffer right after today’s service. Because God is not interested of our money, He needs our fellowship, therefore requires our time. So He will take away those extra periods so that we can make time for Him, to build our devotion with Him. Others might need to give up their ALL to serve God’s purpose for their life! Building your devotional life will call for “Sacrifice”. What might be very dear to us will be asked of our Lord. Abraham’s touching account of the supreme test of faith in Gen. 22:2, “Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 
The father of many nations is asked to offer up the only heir he had as a burnt offering? Who would then carry on the promised seed? What happens to the covenant that God made with him regarding the land? Abraham never put these questions to the Lord. He obeyed, never for a moment doubts the purposes of God. In Hebrews 11:17-19 we read a confirmation of his action, “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, … his only begotten son,… concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, …” 
This year, we will be called at certain times and a location to sacrifice OUR BEST to the Lord. Should that happen, will we be ready to pass that test? God would not ask His servant to do something He Himself would not do: He asked Abraham for Isaac, which He provided a replacement when Abraham obeyed! But He gave up His only Son for us all. He knows how it feels to give up what you truly love! He knows how it feels to lose what you cherish so much! Don’t ever think He has no idea how it is. The Bible says in Rom. 8:32. “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?” He gave-up His son for our salvation, His only Son! Meaning He knows how you will feel if you sacrifice to “Build a Devotional Life” with Him. But know that, you will never lose because Abraham didn’t lose when he obey to sacrifice. The Bible says “…how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?” ALL THINGS! Including what you are asking…
In conclusion
If Abraham not under the grace could commit himself to these characteristics in “Building His Personal Devotional Life” with God, how much we who are under the grace? The Bible says in Titus 2:11-14, “11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.” The GRACE of God has appeared to us, which is the power that TEACHES us to denial ungodliness and worldly lust, therefore we are expected to do more! We are expected to OBEY even more! We are expected to live as “Total strangers” even MORE! We are expected to live a “Sacrificial life” even MORE! 

Are you ready to do MORE unto the Lord this year? Are you ready to build a personal devotion life? Are you ready to “Go and Make Disciple?” Stand on your feet as we pray for the increase of God’s grace to do even MORE for His kingdom!
The Lord object of calling us is first to be with Him! To become His disciple! If you are not a believer the Bible says we will have to face the judgement of God because, “… do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Thess. 1:8. As a result, we will be described as “sons of disobedience” as stated in Eph. 2:2. How long will you keep disobeying the Lord? Today if you want to know Him and become an effective disciple, I want you to bow down your head and pray this prayer after me. …

For us who are believers but have not developed that personal devotion with the Lord for some reasons, know that in Revelation 22:12-14, “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to everyone according to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” “ Blessed are those who do His commandments,[b] that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.”  

Abraham and his family were rewarded for complete obedience to God, they were bless for for living a separated and pilgrim life. Their sacrificial life was never in vain; God saw it and honored it. This morning I want us to call upon the Lord to take our life and let it be unto Him, He should take our days and let it be unto Him. Talk to God….

Let’s pray:
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